Nixon Asserts 
His Faith in 

u th& stem 

By Carroll Kilpatrick 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

PEKIN, 111., June 15 — In a 
veiled reference to the Water- 
gate scandal, President Nixon 
today asserted his faith in the 
American system and said 
that thfi^mistakes of a few 
s hould, n ot be aUowe3“fo*"ob- 
scur e the i virtues of most po- 
htical leaders?^^““ Wj ' ;i -' “ 
^Speaking before a predomi- 
nantly friendly audience in 
this midwestern Republican 
stronghold, Mr. Nixon said 
that at a time when “many 
people are ymical abo ut, poli- 
ti cs __ and poBHipans^ ” tfiev 
ould^noFlet ' their 8isap- 
fp^^menfs’^Fura^l^S^deMair 

iff tvoul^hh^' Iraged^'tf'we 
|allowed the mistakes of a few 
o obscure the virtues of most. 
“The American system is 
orking and we can be proud 
that system,” the President 
said in a speech before a large 
crowd in this hometown of the 
late Senate Republican leader 
Everett McKinley Dirksen. 

Dirksen would tell the cyn- 
ics of today “not to shun the 
system but to share in it, to 
enter the political, arena and 
to fight for their ideals,” Mr. 
Nixon said in an address in 
the town square just before 
noon. 1 

The President and Mrs/ 
Nixon flew here to unveil the 
cornerstone of the Everett Me- i 
Kinley Dirksen Congressional 
Leadership Research Center. 

Mrs. Dirksen introduced the 
President and Sen. and Mrs. 
Howard H. Baker Jr., who ac- 
companied the Nixons here on 
the presidential aircraft. Mrs. 
Baker is the Dirksen’s only 
daughter. 

In his brief remarks, Baker, 
a Tennessee Republican and 
the ranking minority member 
of the select Senate investigat- 
ing committee, made no refer- 
ence to Watergate. 

The President’s speech was 
the first in some months that 
was not made before a care- 
fully screened audience, and 
the reception must have heart- 
ened him. As his motorcade 



passed through tne streets and 
surrbunding countryside the 
crowds were large and 
friendly. 

There were only a handful 
of hostile placards— one said 
“Resign With Honor” and an- 
other said. “Watergate— Nix- 
on’s the One.” But the over- 
whelming majority were 
friendly. One large sign in the 
town square said, “America 
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and Nixon are great in spite of 
Watergate.” 

1 . [A police captain in Pekin, 
Til., -said today two antiwar 
demonstrators were arrested 
“Tor safety’s sake” during 
President Nixon’s visit. 

I The demonstrators were ar- 
rested on charges of disor- 
derly conduct, according to 
Police Capt. Minor Howe, be- 
cause they were Carrying 
•'“impeachment signs and were 
potential troublemakers.”] 
l '„ Referring to his imposition 
this week of a price freeze, 
Mr.. Nixon said that the pur- 
pose was to put a brake on ris- 
ing prices in a way “not to 
throw our whole economy in a 
disastrous skid which will 
drive it off the highway.” 

Phase IV, which is to follow 
the 60-day freeze, “will be de- 
signed to get us out of a con- 
trolled economy, not pull us 
further into one,” Mr. Nixon 
said. 

“We must not destroy the 
freedom and flexibility that, 
are the key to our prosperity,” 
he added. “We must not con- 
trol the boom in a way that'- 
will lead to a bust.” 

Instead of speaking off the 
cuff, as he frequently does on 
such occasions, Mr. Nixon 
read from a prepared text, 
changing it occasionally as he 
went along. At the end, he 
abandoned the text to speak 
extemporaneously about the 
importance he attaches to the 
visit next week of Soviet Com- 
munist Party chief Leonid I. 
Brezhnev. 

Declaring that he would not 
make “any easy predictions” 
about the meeting with Brezh- 
nev, the President said he was 
confident “the superpowers 
will make progress toward 
limiting the deadly burden of! 
nuclear arms.” i 

After his speech, Mr. Nixon : 
flew to Key Biscayne, Fla., for 
the weekend. National secu- 
rity affairs adviser Henry A. 
Kissinger met him there to 
work with him Saturday in 
. preparations for next week’s 
summit talks. 

■Kissinger is scheduled to 
leave Florida early Sunday 
ahead of the president and 
coinfer with Brezhnev at Camp 
David late Sunday in advance 
of, the official White House 
welcome for the Soviet leader 
Monday morning. 

The President brought a 
number of Illinois congress- 
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Spectators stretch to shake President Nixon’s hand alter he dedicated the Everett McKinley Dirksen. Research Center, 
men here with him for the un-, Gov. Dan Walker, attended 1 



veiling of the Dirksen center 
cornerstone. Also accompany- 
ing the President were senate 
Majority Leader Mike Mans- 
field (D-Mont.), Senate Minor- 
ity Leader Hugh Scott (R-Pa.), 
Sens. James O. Eastland (D- 
Miss.), Adlai E. Stevenson (D- 
111,), Charles H.' Percy (R-Ill.) 
and Roman Hruska (R-Neb.). 

Percy told reporters after 
he trip that he and Mr. Nixon 
;ettled their differences over 
Fa resolution Percy introduced 
in the Senate recently calling 
for the appointment of a spe- 
cial Watergate prosecutor. 

At the time, the President 
was widely quoted as saying to 
his Cabinet that Percy was 
motivated by presidential am- 
bition but would never get the 
party’s nomination while he 
had anything to say about it. 

“It’s all been cleared up 
now,” Percy said after talking 
with the President on the air- 
craft. The President fully un- 
derstands what he was trying 
to do, the senator said. 

Another political leader who 
reportedly has presidential 
ambitions, Illinois Democratic 



the ceremonies. 

The new library will contain | 
Dirksen’s public and private 
papers as well as papers of 
other congressional leaders. 
Dirksen served in the House 
from 1932 to 1948 and in the 
Senate from 1950, until his 
death in 1969. 

“It is fitting that a new re- 
search center now be dedi- 
cated here in America’s heart- 
land to the study of congress 
sional history,” Mr. Nixon 
said, “and that it be named for 
one of the most beloved and 
influehtial congressional lead- 
ers of this century.” 




